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Rationale
Life in all its fullness is our school vision which is underpinned by our school’s Christian values of love, care, courage and truth. Our ethos is to give the broadest education that we can to every child in our school. EAL children are at the heart of our ethos.

At our school we celebrate the fact that many of our children speak more than one language and acknowledge their ability to use a variety of community languages. In our school the teaching and learning, achievements, attitudes and well-being of all children are of the highest importance, and we encourage all children to achieve the highest possible standards. We do this through individually taking account of each child’s life experiences and needs.

At Birchanger C of E Primary School, some of our children have particular learning and assessment requirements, which are linked to their progress in learning English as an additional language (EAL) Children who are learning English as an additional language have skills and knowledge about language similar to monolingual English-speaking children. Their ability to participate in the full curriculum may be in advance of their communicative skills in English and as educators, it is our responsibility to nurture and extend these skills. 

Context of EAL at Birchanger C of E Primary School:

Whilst EAL is a broad term that can apply to many different families; the context (at present) at Birchanger relates more specifically to Displaced Families and Refugee families. Birchanger C of E Primary School are proud to be named as the ‘feeder’ primary school for the IBIS Hotel which houses Displaced families until they are permanently housed in the UK. We are honoured to be a part of these children’s lives and to be able to offer them stability, a welcoming community and to instil a love of learning and education in a primary school. 
We recognise that each family will bring with them a range of experiences and in some cases several years in transit through several countries. We will offer a safe, nurturing community and will provide additional support where trauma is evident. We will endeavour to be both supportive but also reactive to the needs of our EAL children and draw on our own pastoral care whilst accessing outside support where necessary. 

Our school consists of:

· 10 pupils currently have English as a second language (10% of our school community). These children are from a mixture of ethnic backgrounds, with the majority identifying as Arabic.
· Pupils are identified as being in the very early stages of EAL acquisition, (including those in Foundation Stage).
· Languages spoken by children at this school include: Albanian, Arabic, Spanish, Kurdish and Punjabi.
· All pupils with EAL qualify for Pupil Premium and Free School Meals. 



Aims
The National Curriculum secures entitlement for all children to a number of areas of learning and gives them the opportunity to develop the knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes that are necessary for their self-fulfilment and development as responsible citizens.
The aim of this policy is to help ensure that we meet the full range of needs of those children who are learning English as an additional language. This is in line with the requirements of the Race Relations Act 1976 and Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2001.

At Birchanger C of E Primary School teachers take action to help children who are learning English as an additional language by various means.
Developing their spoken and written English by:

· Using Flash Academy to support children learning English linked to their home language.
· Providing access to a rich level of vocabulary through their peers and ensuring their seating plans reflects high expectations for all children.
· Pre-teaching new vocabulary.
· Displaying key vocabulary on working walls for children to access.
· Assessing their phonics skills regularly and providing high quality phonic interventions to assist their work building and reading skills. 
· Providing a range of age- appropriate reading materials that support their phonic application.
· Ensuring that there are effective opportunities for talking, and that talking is used to support writing.
· Encouraging children to transfer their knowledge, skills and understanding of one language to another.
· Building on children’s experiences of language at home and in the wider community, so that their developing uses of English and other languages support one another.

Ensuring access to the curriculum and to assessment by:
· Using accessible texts and materials that suit children’s ages and levels of learning.
· Providing support through ICT, video or audio materials, dictionaries and translators.
· Using the home or first language where appropriate.
· Deployment of additional adults for support, more specifically for English for lessons.

Curriculum access
All children at Birchanger C of E Primary School follow the curricular requirements of the Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum. Children with English as an additional language do not produce separate tasks but where necessary pre-teaching and scaffolding is provided to enable our EAL learners to access the same content.
If required, we do withdraw children from lessons to receive EAL support, often with other children (who have English as their first language) also have focused, targeted intervention such as: 
· Additional phonic support.
· Language rich communication groups such as gym trail or barrier games. 
· Children in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage one access Wellcomm which teaches vocabulary alongside their acquisition of spoken English. 
· Children in Key Stage one access EPS maths as an intervention at the start of their maths sessions to support the vocabulary and place value of number. 

Transition to school 

Children who are new to English will benefit from being integrated into mainstream teaching as it enables them to: 
· develop oral fluency quickly.
· immediately feel part of the school.
· develop language in context.
· experience their full curriculum entitlement. 

At Birchanger C of E Primary School all children develop their language skills whilst being emersed in the curriculum and the classroom and not outside of it. We recognise that social and language skills can equally be taught through social communication and interaction with their peers and social integration is key to feeling valued by a community. In KS2 children with EAL are placed within their chronological year group and seated with peers where cognitive demand is high and sensitivity is shown to the new arrival’s needs. In KS1 children will spend some time in EYFS as this represents a language rich environment. After half a term the children will transition to their chronological year group.
One of the most important aspects of effective teaching of EAL learners is the need to celebrate, support and develop their competence in their first language alongside the learning of English. Any knowledge developed in the first language can easily be transferred to the second or third languages, this also applies to knowledge about language, semantics and developing oracy. 

Assessment
At Birchanger C of E Primary School we use the EAL Hub assessment toolkit which is aligned to the Bell Foundation’s and the DfE’s proficiency in English Scale to measure English language competence for New to English children. We use this as a tool for target setting and work alongside the Bell Foundation’s recommendations for classroom strategies and support. 
The statutory assessment arrangements of the National Curriculum allow us to make special arrangements for children who are learning English as an additional language. The children will also be assessed according to the Target Tracker along with their peers. 
Governors will be informed of the progress and development of EAL children through reports to the termly curriculum committee meetings and at the FGB.
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