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This half term we have been celebrat-
ing our love of reading across the
school and are delighted to have pur-
chased a range of exciting new books
for our library. Our Learning Council,
who also take on the role of school
librarians, led a wonderful collective
worship exploring how a love of read-
ing helps us experience Life in all its
Fullness. They proudly shared the
new books with the children and
spoke about why reading matters so
much. As one of our librarians, Isla,
beautifully put it, “reading opens a
new mindset.”

Research from the Education Endow-
ment Foundation (EEF) shows that
children who read regularly make
significantly more progress, with ap-
proaches such as reading compre-
hension linked to an average of five
months’ additional progress. Today
the Learning Council met to discuss
their many creative and enthusiastic
ideas for promoting reading and
learning across the school!

Review of Spelling

As part of our ongoing work to strengthen writing across the school, we are
reviewing our approach to spelling. We already teach phonics explicitly,
which gives children a strong foundation, but research shows that traditional
spelling tests alone don’t always lead to lasting accuracy in independent
writing. Focusing on spelling patterns, rules, and applying phonics
knowledge helps children understand how words work and supports them in
becoming confident, independent spellers.

By developing secure spelling skills, children can focus more on what they
want to write rather than how to spell, which in turn supports their overall
writing attainment and creativity. As part of this review, we are gathering
feedback from parents, pupils, and staff to help shape our approach. We
would be very grateful if you could take a moment to complete the short

online questionnaire via the link below—thank you in advance for your
support.

https://forms.gle/LPjs8GnAyrMQoEPo09
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Healthy Teeth in Puffin Class!

As part of their science learning, Puffin
Class have been finding out how to
keep their teeth healthy. They have

been learning about which foods and
drinks are best for strong teeth, how
often we should brush our teeth, and
why brushing for two minutes twice a
day is so important. The children then
had great fun using disclosing tablets to
check how well they had brushed their
teeth, helping them to see which areas
needed a little extra care!
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